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MISSOULA--
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"A University System budget that is millions of dollars below that requested by the 
Regents will have a devastating effect on the quality and range of education in the state," 
John E. Van de Wetering, president of the Montana State Conference of the American 
Association of University Professors, said today. 
"The situation," he declared, "is serious because ~Iontana has been falling farther 
and farther behind in its support of higher education over the last several biennia. It 
is hard for a legislator to understand the impact of underfunding at the faculty-student 
level since he deals with astronomical figures that have little human dimension." 
The effect on the faculty-student ratio relationship is the one that counts most, 
according to Van de Wetering, who is chairman of the University of Montana Department of 
History. 
"For example, if the number of faculty must be reduced, then time for attention to 
the individual problems of students will inevitably be reduced," Van de Wetering said. 
"If faculty salaries are not competitive with those in other parts of the country, the 
brightest young faculty will leave and demoralization of those who remain will damage the 
quality and extent of their work. 
"Moreover, the innovation and experimentation that involves new sorts of classes, 
new ways to teach, and the development of new programs will inevitably end. Such 
innovation provides the vitality of the university and is essential to keeping a school 
alive," he said. 
"In the final analysis, the biggest loser of underfunding is the student. The young 
people of the state of Montana have to compete on a national market with students with 
better educations from other states," Van de Wetering concluded. 
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